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At a muting of Hut Standing Committee of the First Religion* 
Society in MarbUhead, Jan. 18, 1816. 
Voted,— That Richard Prince Esq. and Doctor Calvin 
Jiriggs, be desired to Wfrit on Bey. Mj\ Dana, to thank him 
for the Historical Sermons preached by him on the 7th inst 
and request a copy of them for the press. 

Stephen Swett, Ckfk. 



Thous who heard this discourse, as it was delivered in two 
parts, will perceive that it has been considerably abridged, 
in order that it might be reduced even to its present form; for 
which an apology, it is presumed, is unnecessary. It has 
received no other material alteration. To the members of the 
Church and Society, for whose information and benefit it was 
particularly designed, and to the other gentlemen of the town, 
^vho have kindly expressed an interest in the publication,, i{ 
is now affectionately inscribed. — 

flfafblpfiead, January 22, 1816. 
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Psalm Ixxyii^ 10, 11, i2. 
But I will rtonembcr the years of the right hand of the Most 
Sigh. - 1 will remember the works of the Lord: surely I will 
. remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate also of all thy 
work, and talk of thy doings. 

IN this passage, and the verses with which it stands con- 
nected, the devout psalmist, referring either to personal 
trials, to publick evils, or to both of them combined, appears 
to be describing his unbelieving despondency, and the method 
he adopted to procure relief. "I remembered God, and wag 
troqbled; I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed* 
Selah. Thou holdest mine eyes waking; I am so troubled 
that I cannot speak. — I have considered the days of old, the 
years of ancient times. I call to remembrance^iny song in the 
nig Jit: I commune with mine own heart: and my spirit made 
diligent search. Will the Lord cast off forever? And will he 
be favourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone forever? Doth 
. his promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gra- 
cious? Hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? Selah. 
And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remember the 
years of the right hand of Vie Most High. I will remember the 
works of Hie Lord: surely I will remember thy {wonders of old. 
I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings?" 

A similar resolution becomes us, my hearers, at a period, 
when, if we are friends of Zion, we cannot but feel concern 
and dismay in view of her waste places, and her mourning, in 
the midst of us. I have, indeed, been long contemplating a 



discourse, on "the days of old, and the years of ancient times" 
"the years of the right hand of the Most High," with a spe- 
cial reference to the history of this ancient Church and Socie- 
ty. Such a discourse may not only be interesting, and use- 
ful by preserving the remembrance of many dates, facts, and 
circumstances, which ought to be retained and might other- 
wise be lost, but may eerva to animate our hearts under every 
discouragement, and to excite an increase of that zeal ahd so- 
licitude, to maintain, in their primitive purity, the religion, 
worship, and ordinances of Jehovah* ftp Which our ancestors 
weTC so highly ai*tirigui*fed.---The $ubj$ct, w^juo^d to be 
not, unsuitable for the first sabbath of the revolving year. 

v I rely therefore on your attention and. candour, while I at- 
tempt a detailed account, of the origin of this christian' church, 
and of the most prominent events and circumstances, which 

have marked its continuance to the present time. 

i ■ ' ■ ■ >. : ••..<'.•■• 

* This 1 design maybe introduced, with advantage, by a ve$f 
cursory survey of the puritans, tfiie fathers of New-EhglahA*-^ 
their noble, apostolick spirit, 'their alhibst unequalled Suffer* 
ings, and tfife wonders of divine providence, which- were 
wrought for Hieh* deliverance^ increase, and prosperity ;'• • • 

'", ^ersectftM for righteousness sake, and cruelly oppressed 

\vith ecclesiastical usurpation, in their' native laAdj they 
xnade ihithense sacrifices for their religion,- and first emi- 

1 grated, ih 1607, to Holland, where they hoped to enjoy the 
yntoolested worship of God, "thoroughly reforirifed; that is, 
purged froW^all those inventions, which hai been brought 

°iritothe chdirarsince the age of tfefe apostles, and reidueed en- 
tirely to the' scripture standard." In the course of a few years, 

'ho\vever, it was found, that the general moral complexion of 
that country, las. well as more particularly the prevailing pro- 
fanation of the sabbath there, would render the .situation a 
- snare to the young, and prove unfavourable to the grand ob- 
ject, which they esteemed paramount to every other. Direct- 
ing, therefore, their attention to the new world, after long 
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and devout exultations ftey Mopted the hefoick.rcsolu* 
tion, ot^cekin^ an aayiumfbr thcafeehefi and their religion- 
in these remote and savage wiWs: -and finally, with undauht- 
eil perse verande, havihfe strafennted the most appaling diffi- 
culties and perils, thfcy reaefiotttlie Jiarhonr of Cape Cod, on 
the tenth of November, 16£0, and at Plymouth commenced 
thesetUtnftnt of New-En^had. 1 . 

The number .wjhich landed was but an hundred and one 
souls. "TUeir eitttatidnv? says, the historian* "was truly 
distressing^ ;anfll-4heir prosp^cta .discouraging. Whenever" 
they ttutoed their aym* teotiblfe was before thein* Fatigued 
by their jong and boisrtdrousya^age-— arrived oh a dangerous 
and inhospitable shares in tUe advance of a cold winter*~sulv 
rounded with htoetile barbwiami! without a«y hope of human 
succour in cas$ of an attacks-denied the aid or favour of the 
court of England-T-tvrthout: a paienth-wilhtMit a publick pro- 
mise of a peaceable ehjoyiaeht of thefr rclr£a\& iiberties—- 
worn #ut with toil . and . iuflfarin&4» auAl without <couvehient 
shelter from the inclemency of Ithe' weatlwir-^attch was tho 
situ^tion^aJldsuch tjip pro^peot^ of these piou^, solitary piU 
grjms. To increase thefc $£$&&&» a gefler^lfmortfd $iek~ 
ness pwvaije^.wnong thewM.Whi^ s^pt o|tfqrjl# r £ps pf their, 
number baffle the opening, 9£ the spring. .iTq? WISPF* them 
under these trials, they had ftcsd of all the sa$ft^4,P9«iforts* 
which Christianity affords— 4tid these we^ safficienfc They 
bore their hardships .with hi^whwioh patience* ^>(J persever- 
ed in their pilgrimage With £i|$h resignatiow^^vl calmness, 
as gave proof of great piety '#nti Uftconqu§r^l$ virtue/' 

These were with emphasis?. «.tbe years of the/ right hand of 
the Mest fflgty" «>r he, J te : wfH»n thfcy twisted* would nbi 
permit, the sword "of tlie mljifehicss to devour^ or ^olc^ pr hun- 
ger, or sickness, utterly; todestrgy,, the Uttje.comp^jajr, who, 
aft tirey 'solemnly declared, "had nitdirt&keri the yoj^gfe for 
the glory of God, and. the &dVancp merit of the christian faith/* 
Accordingly, they wex*e y^j t signally . preserved; additions 
from time io time were lha?fle-to4hem of their brethren,* the 



Spirit of the Loi'd warf poured forth; and the wilderness Soon 
became a fruitful field. "In twenty ~seven years, there were 
forty-three churches in joint communion, and in twenty-seven 
years more, there were upwards of eighty churches, composed 
of known, pious, and faithful professors/ 9 

That the pilgrims, who thua laid the foundation of this part 
of our populous republick, were eminent christians, valiant for 
the truth,' and full of piety and good works, though by no 
means exempt from the errours and imperfection* of our 
fallen nature, there is abundant evidence, "Baring adopted 
the Assembly's Catechism and. Confession, as the substatrce 
of their creed,* they steadily aimed at the utmost purity 
of doctrine and discipline, in order to maintain and promote 
the power of godliness." — It has been observed, that "there 
was never perhaps before seen, such a body of pious people, 
on the face of the earth. For those who came over first, 
came hither for the sake of religion, and for that pure religion, 
which was entirely hated by the loose and profane of the 
world. Both their civil and ecclesiastical leaders, wore ex- 
emplary patterns of piety. They encouraged only the virtu- 
ous and good to come with and follow them, and were so strict 
on the vicious, both in the church and state, that the incorri- 
gible could not endure to live in the country and returned." 
It was a memorable saying of a distinguished minister, in the 
British Parliament, respecting New-England at this period — 
"I have lived in a country seven years, and in all that time 
I never heard one profane oath; and in all that time I never 
did see a man drunk in that land/ 5 



* "When there was a Synod assembled at Cambridge, Sept- $0, 1648, even that 
Sjnod which framed, agreed to, and published the Platform of Church Discipline* 
there was a most unanimous vote passed in these words:— This Synod having pe- 
rused and considered with much gladness of heart and thankfuluess to God, the 
C&nfetrion *f Faith, published by the late Reverend Assembly in England, do 
judge it to be very holy, orthodox, and judicious, in all matters of faith, and do 
therefore freely and folly consent thereunto for the substance thereof. And we 
do therefore think it meet that this Confession of Faith, should be commended 
to the churches among us, as worthy of their due consideration and acceptance/' 

[Mathei>8 Magnolia, B. t, P. i, Sec. v.] 



The way is now prepared for the commencement of our 
own history. 

On the twenty- jftinth of June, 1629, two hundred persons, with 
the Rev. Messrs. Skelton, Higginson, and Bright, arrived at 
Naumkeag, now Salem; one half of whom removed the same 
year to Charlestowiv— Messrs. Skelton and Higginson remain* 
ing with the rest at Salem, where they formed, and were or- 
dained over, the most ancient church in the most ancient town 
pf Massachusetts, as distinct from Plymouth, At this time, the 
whole colony of New-England consisted of only three hundred 
souls. The first town was incorporated die same year, 
twenty years before the incorporation of Marbiehead, whose 
Inhabitants, in the interim, belonged to Salem. It is not im- 
probajjtfe that the first settlers here, constituted part of the 
above mentioned church, when it was formed; with that 
church, however, it is certain that those of this place, who 
were communicants, continued to be connected, till the thir- 
teenth of August, 1684, the date of our establishment as a 
distinct organized church; though previously, for not less 
than thirty-six years, there had been preaching here, by a 
Mr. Walton, and by Mr. Cheever, who at length became th<? 
first pastor. > 

From the earliest records of this town, — which for a great 
number of years have been mislaid, but are just jcome to 
light, — it appears, that as early as 1648, when "the planta- 
tion, ,, as it was called, contained forty-four families,* there 
was preaching aiqong them by Mr. Walton; as is evident 
from the following curious extract — "October 8, 1648. At a 

* "James Smith and Rowland, Samuel Doliber, Edmund Nlc^Tson and Francis, 
John GatoheH, William Barber, David Thomas, John Legg, Peter Pitford, Eras- 
mus James, Thomas powinge, John Stacie, George Chine, John Northy, Nicolas 
3tf erret, Thomas Pitman, Timothy Allen, Thomas Sams, Arthur Sanden, Isaac 
Allerton, Moses Maverick, Mr. Walton, John Lion, Henry Stacie, William 
Chichester, and Samuel Corwithen, David Corwithen, Thomas Gray, Richard 
Norman, John Peachy, Michard Curtice, John Hart, William Charles, John De- 
reroe, Abraham Whitcare, John Peach senr. ^ ohn Bartoll, Joseph Dofiber, Rob. 
ert Knight, John Bennet, Francis Johnson Walsingham, John Norman, William 
Jidtkis, Christopher Latimore, John Govt." 
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town meeting it was agreed <*», -tkat^herc might be an equal 
way of maintaining the ordinance by Mr. Walton, that there 
should be a rate made, whereby every inhabitant should be 
rated, according to equity; as also strangers', as hare benefit 
by the plantation, by fishing, and make use of wood and tim- 
ber, and onjoy the benefit of tiie ordinance, should berated 
according to the discretion of tfee >aters; afcfo, to add to every 
ipan's rate, eighteen pence for Mr* Walton's wood: — arid . it 
is agreed that Mr. Waltofi should have for this year the 
sum of forty pounds. 95 Of Ml*. Walton little is known; but it 
is exceedingly gratifying to find, how early, and how liberal- 
ly, the ftrst settlers made provision for the dispensation ef the 
gospel among them, when they wc?6 few and small. . For it 
further appears from the same records, that so late as 1660, 
there had been but fifteen or si&teen houses built** and that sq 
late as 1674, the number of persons called householder*,* did 
not exceed an hundred and fourteen, whose names are all re- 
gistered.! Mr. Walton continued to officiate *s a pftblick 
teacher, though without ordination, about twenty yeans, till 
he was removed by death, in August or September 16684 
but a few weeks before the commencement of. Mr. Cbeever'tf 
labours. ;...>•, 

* "All those 15 or 16 houses, which were built in Marblehead before the year 
1660, shall be allowed one cow's common, and a half." 

f Names not contained in the preceding list: John WaJdern, William Woods, 
Thomas Rose, William Kick, John Codnar, felias Hehly, Roger and Lot Conant, 
Mr. Samuel Cheever, Thomas Smith, James Dennis; William BartoH, Mark 
Pitman, Mr. Samuel Ward, Mr. Ambrose Ga^e, Mr. Richard Knott, Samuel 
Cundy, Matthew Clarke, Thomas Cawly, William Waters, John Roads, Henry 
Trevett, 'William Beal, Stephen Griggs*, Thomas Dixie, Benjamin Parmiter, 
Edward Read, Samuel Morgan, Mr. William Brown, CapL Corwinge, Mr* 
Thaddeus Reddan,Mr. William Bartholomew, Mr. William Pitt, Richard Reed, 
John Brimblecom, . Richard . }\ annUord^ Henry Russell, Thomas Treuy, Pin&oa 
Stilson, Richard Reith, Samuel Reed, Thomas Tainor, Edward Homan, Thomas 
Ellis, Edward Damon, Nicolas Fox, Thomas Pousland, Thomas White, Thomas 
Dod, Robert Houper, John Houper, John pedrick, Etias Fortune, John Martin, 
Francis Godlar, John Tribby, George Peach, Andrew Tucker, Robert Bartlett, 
Richard Crocker, George Bondfield, Mr. William Pow, John Harris, George 
Godfrey, John Hoyle, Alexander Gilligan, John Williams, William Poat, 
George Darling, James Watts, William Ughtfoot, Philip Harding, Widow Boat- 
son, Robert Johnson, Samuel Walton, John Marriott. 

i "1668. 3D December, The inhabitants being warned to ft town meeting,, hj 
the worshipful Maj. William Hathorne and the Rev. Mr. John Higginson, who 
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Let me now invite yotr particular attention, to the inter- 
esting circumstances attending the establishment of this 
church, and the solemn consecration of its first pastor, as 
we find them minutely detailed in our own records. 

"May 24, 1684. The brethren at MarbleheacJ, finding a 
great inconveniency in going to Salem," with the unanimous 
concurrence of the congregation, "applied themselves to Mr. 
Samuel Cheever, who had been their minister among them 
for fifteen years and a half past, that he would take the office 
of a pastor, and themselves might be congregated into a par- 
ticular society, for the enjoyment of all the ordinances in this 
place, orderly, as in other towns and places in the country," 
On the ninth of July following, Mr f Cheever "expressed his 
willingness to serve his generation by, the will of God, and to 
give up himself to that particular service, so long as peacea- 
bly aqd with a good conscience, according to his best know- 
ledge of the mind of God in his word, he could discharge 
such an office among them." A fast having been first solem- 
nized, "calligg in the help and advice of the neighbouring 
churches, by their elders and messengers, viz. Salem, I|ir 
swich* Lynn, and Beverly, the church was congregated on 
the thirteenth of August^ the fijty-jbtir persons, whose 
names are subjoined, uniting together in this following Con* 
Jessiorip and Covenant, and Samuel Cheever ordained their 
pastor; Mr, Higginson, of Salem, giving bin) his charge, and 
Mr. Hubbard of Ipswich the right hand of fellowship, and 
both them, with Mr. Hale of Beverfy, laying on of hands; 



were desired by the honoured court at Salem to hear and advise with Mrs. Wal- 
ton and the inhabitants, concerning what he was to hare for the year '67, and the 
year '68, so long as he. lived — the general vote passed, that for the year '67, it 
stood as formerly voted at fifty pounds, and for the year *68, as long as he lived, 
about eight months, Mrs. Walton was to have thirty -five pounds." 

Further extracts. "1658, It is agreed, by a general consent of the inhabitants, 
that the passage between Marblehead and Salem, shall be two pence for, the in- 
habitants of Marblehead} and whosoever keeps the feny, shall provide a suffi- 
cient ferry-boat.'* 

"1664," five men were chosen, "to meet the men of Salem, to lay mt the high 
*nad8 between Salem and Marblehead." 
% 
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the whole work countenanced witU the presence of the 
Deputy Governour, with five of the assistants, and twenty 
elders, with other ministers, and young scholars, and many 
others." , 

CONFESSION 0F F4JTH.. 

"1. We helieve in one God, the eternal Jehovah, infinite in 
wisdom, power, holiness, goodness, and truth, the Foreor- 
dainer, Creator, and Governor of all things, distinguished into 
three persons, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, having all 
pf them the same godhead, power, and eternity* 

"2. The liord made man at first in his own image, in 
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness; from which estate 
man falling, by transgressing the law of his creation, all his 
posterity are corrupted in their whole nature, averse to al{ 
good, and strongly inclined to all evil, from whence do proceed 
all actual transgressions, which bind men over to death, tempo* 
ral, spiritual, and eternal. 

"3. God, out of his mere mercy, hath ordained his Son, 
the Lord Jesus, to be the Redeemer of man, by the execution 
of his Prophetical, Priestly, and Kingly offices; who, being 
truly God, took man's nature on him, yet without sin, being 
"conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered in that nature the death of the cross, to ran* 
som the elect, was buried, and rose from the dead with thet. 
same body, with which also he ascended into heaven, where, 
sitting at the right hand of God, he makes intercession for 
them that believe on him, and from thence shall return to 
^udge the world at the l^st day. 

"4. In the new covenant, made by God with his people, 
the Holy Spirit of God works faith and repentance, and dwells 
with and in all such, who are truly drawn to Christ; who, 
being united to him, are in this life pardoned* and accounted 
righteous, adopted, in their whole man sanctified, shall per- 
severe to the end, an^ at last in heaven shall be eternal^ 
glorified. 
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«5* God hath given unto man the scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament, to be the only perfect, sufficient, and perpe- 
tual rule of Jiis faith and life; not abolishing but establishing 
the law, as a rule of righteousness for christians to walk by, 
promising to accept of sincere obedience to the law and gos- 
pel, through Christ, when such as live and die unbelieving, 
impenitent* and disobedient, shall suffer the vengeance of 
eternal fire. *. 

"6. All true believers make up that one body, the church, 
of which Christ is Head; who, for the gathering in and per- 
fecting of the saints, hath appointed the word, prayer, bap- 
tism, and, the Lord's supper, the ministry, officers, and disci-' 
pline in particular churches; and therefore jft is the duty of 
eyeiy christian to attend carefully thereunto/' 

CHTTUCH COVENANT. 

"We do, in the presence of the eternal Godr under the 
sense of our great unworthiness personally, to transact with 
so glorious a Majesty, acknowledging our inability to keep 
covenant with God, unless the Lord Jesus enable us there**, 
to by his Spirit, 'with humble depeiidance on Mo} for hi* 
gracious assistance, make and. renew our covenant, with, 
God arid with one anbtlier, as follows: 

"1. We give up ourselves, this d ay, tothatGod> whose 
name alone is Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, the only 
true and Hying God; and to our blessed Lord Jesus, as our 
only Redeemer and Saviour, Prophet, Priest, and Song over 
our souls, and only Mediator of the covenant of grace; en- 
gaging our hearts to this Gttd in Christ, by the help of hfs 
grace, to cleave unto him as our God and chief good, and' 
unto Jesus Christ, a3 our .Mediator by faith, in a way of gos- 
pel obedience, as becomes his covenant people forever; engag- 
ing by the help of Christ, to keep ourselves pure, especially 
from the sins of the times, and to observe the Lord's com- 
mands, in the exercise not only of publick worship, hut 06 



private in our families, by prayer, and .reading the scrip- 
tures, and in secret also, as God in his word doth require. 

"2. We give up also our offspring unto God in Christ, 
avouching him to be our God and the. God of our children, 
and ourselves with our children to be his people, humbly 
adoring his grace, that we and our children may be looked 
on as the Lord's; promising, by his help, as far as there shall 
be need, to be instructing, catechising, setting good patterns 
before them, and to be much in prayer for their conversion 
and salvation. , 

«3. We do also give up ourselves one to another in th* 
Lord, according to the will of God, to walk together as a 
particular church of Christ, in all the ways of his worship and 
service,, according to the rules of the word of God; promising, 
in brotherly love, to watch over one another's souls, and to 
submit ourselves to the discipline and government of Christ 
in this his church* and to the ministerial teaching, guidance, 
and oversight of the elder or elders thereof, and duly to at- 
tend the seals and censures, and whatever ordinances Christ 
6ath commanded to' be observed by his people, according to 
the order of the gospel, in such degrees of communion unto 
which wd have attained, as far as the Lord hath or shall re- 
veal uhto us; desiring also to walk with all regular and due 
communion with other churches; for the observing of which, 
and all other duties, we desire to depend wholly on the grace 
of God ih Christ Jesus to enable us thereto; and wherein we 
shall fail, we shall humbly wait upon his grace in Christ for 
pardon, acceptance, and healings, for his name's sake.— 

Amen."* 

i 

♦"Samuel Cheerer and his wife Ruth, Motes Maverick nod his wife Eunice, 
Ambrose Gale, Richard Reith, William Bartoll and his wife Mary, George Bond- 
field, William Benl, Benjamin Parmiter, Edward Read, Francis Girdler, John 
Merritt and his wife Mary, Samuel Sandin and his wife Charity, Benjamin 
Gale and his wife Deliverance, John Stacy arid his wife Agnes, John Seaward 
Sarah Ward, Jane Pitman, Elizabeth Conant, Mary Dixey, Mary Merritt, 
Elizabeth Legg, Miriam Pedrick, Elizabeth Watts, Anna Symroes, Abigail 
Clarke, Sarah Henly, Sarah Buckly, Margaret Ellis, Joanna Hawley, Dorcas 
Pedrick, Sarah Dodd, Mary Fortune, Elizabeth Roaeel, Mary Ferguson, Miriam 
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Buch, my hearers, are the sacred principles* arid holy vcws* 
thus admirably and affectingly expressed, on which this 
church of our blessed Redeemer was originally founded; and 
jnay it not be truly said, that it was "built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone." We, have here a Confession and Cove- 
nant, worthy to be written in golden letters, worthy to be in- 
delibly impressed on every memory, and on every heart. 
Andlet it never be forgotten, that these precious monuments of 
the faith and piety of our fathers, not having been removed 
or varied, are the basis, on which we professedly rest to 
this day. 

A society, established by such men, on such principles, and 
with such a spirit, could scarcely fail to experience tfcef 
smiles of the Almighty. It of course enjoyed a great de- 
gree of prosperity. The vine, which God's own right hand 
had thus manifestly planted, being watered with continual 
dews of heavenly grace, became fail*, fruitful, and flourishing. 

As soon as the church was organized, at a meeting for the 
adoption of rules respecting the due administration of the 
ordinances, among other things it was agreed — "That the 
pastor hath liberty to proceed, according to the seven propo- 
sitions of the Synod in 1662, in their discourse concerning 
the subjects of baptism:"* and two years after, *on the mo- 

Hanniford, Abigail Merret, Mary Rolls, Abigail Hinds, Charity Pitman, Eliza- 
beth Glass, Mary Clattery, Jane Btackler, Rebecca Carder, Grace Coos, Mary 
Boliber, Alice Darby, Kliiabeth GatchelL" 

Mr. Moses Maverick appears. to have been tbe most distinguished character io 
the place, from its settlement to this date, and to have died the next year. He was 
usually first on the list of the "townsmen," as they were then called, discharged the . 
duties of Townelerk, and solemnized all the marriages till July 1685, when "the 
President and Council having authorized the several ministers of the several 
towns," that duty began to be performed by Mr. Cheever. 

♦"Proposition I. They that, according to scripture, are members of the risible 
church, are the subjects cf baptism. 

"Prop. IT. The members of the visible church, according to scripture, are 
confederate visible believers, in particular churches, and their infant seed, that is, 
children in minority, whose next parents, one or both, are in covenant 

"Prep. V. Church members, who were admitted in minority, understanding the 
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lion ami desire of some Adult unbaptized persons, that the 
ordinance of baptism might be administered to them, though 
they dare not adventure to the Lord's table, — after agitation 
of the matter/ the whole church came to the result, that such 
persons, submitting themselves to the examination of the el- 
der, and he finding them qualified, as those in the Synod's 
fifth proposition, whose children have been hitherto baptized, 
and after standing propounded, no just exception in their life, 
such might be baptized themselves, and have the seal also ap- 
plied to their children, upon monition to such parents, to keep 
up family worship and instruction in their houses; the children 
of profane, ignorant, and scandalous parents, being hereby ad* 
viitted to no such privilege, tiil those* bars were, regularly ^re- 
moved" 

We may learn, from these extracts, the origin of what is 
called owning the covenant in this society; which, agreeably 
to the sanction of Synod, was generally practised by the 
churches, in the best days of New England. In our time, 
though there is some diversity of opinion among Christiansen 
regard to the use, it is impossible there should be any respect- 
ing the abuse, of this practice. In "the profane, ignorant, 
and scandalous," every reflecting person must be agreed, 
that it is a shocking profanation. 

In great harmony and mutual affection, the society enjoyed 
the faithful labours of Mr. Qheever, till the twenty-ninth of 
May, 1724; when he was removed by death, at the advanced 
age of eighty-five, after he had been devoted to his people J^fy 
five years; during the last eight of which, however, he was 
relieved by the assistance of a colleague. 

Of this venerable man I have collected, from the discourse 
at his funeral by Mr. Barnard, entitled "Elijah's mantle," 



doctrine of faith, and publieklj professing their assent thereto, not seandalousin 
life, and solemnly owning the ©orenant before the ehareh, wherein they give up 
themselves and their ehiMnen to the Lord, and subject themselves to the gtirern* 
ment of Christ in the starch, their children; an to he baptis ed. M 
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and from other axrthentick documents, a few particulars, which 
are worthy of remembrance. 

He was the son of Mr* Ezekiel Cheever, a celebrated 
schoolmaster,* and was born at New-Haven, on the twenty- 
second of September, 1639* He came to this place in 1668, 
and was soon the common father of the whole town, by 
means of the many temporal advantages they received from 
him* He went about doing good, serving the people in all 
their interests. He did not however forget, that preaching 
is peculiarly the minister's work; and for this he was re- 
markably fitted, as he had a thorough knowledge of the 
scriptures, which rendered him a most excellent textuary, 
and enabled him to carry in his head a complete body of di- 
vinity, In his publick discourses, he preserved the purity 
and simplicity of the gospel, and inculcated the unadulterated 
truth, as it is in Jesus, His great aim, was to shew his hear- 
ers their guilt and danger, and to point them to the only re- 
medy, that they might be persuaded to flee from the wrath to 
come, and lay hold of the hope set before them in the gospel. 
As his object was to win Souls to Christ, he took no pains to 
please the fancy, but delivered the mind of the Spirit with 
great plainness and cogency, not shunning to declare all the 
counsel of God. He was fervent and zealous, constant and 
assidious, in proclaiming the everlasting gospel to his beloved 
people. It is said, that for forty*eigkt years, he was never 
hindered from performing the duties of his office, a single 
pabbath, 

When the infirmities of age at length compelled him to 
take leave of his stated ministerial exercises, in October 

* This extraordinary man, who was the author of a famous Latin Accidence, 
and several religious publications, was born in London, January 25, 1615, came to 
this country in June 1637, was a grammar master at New -Haven 13, at Ipswich 
11, at Charlestown 9, and at Boston 99 years, where he died in his 94th year. 
Br. C. Mather, one of his pupils, observes — "He was as venerable a sight as the 
world, sinee the days of primitive Christianity, has ever looked upon." 

His second son, Thomas, pastor of the church at Ruraney Marsh, now Chelsea, 
£Ye4tohe93, 
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1719, he did it in a solemnly impressive discourse, from these 
words — «I must work the works of him that sent me, while it 
is day; thfc night cometh, when no man can work." Yet we 
find, that a year afterwards, on a special occasion, he deliv* 
ered a short hut earnest exhortation, to be *<zcalous of good 
works," He was a man of a truly catholick spirit, of exten- 
sive, universal philanthropy; distinguished also as a peace- 
maker, never exciting or encouraging parties, excepting such 
as were engaged in the cause of God and religion. His con- 
versation was both grave and pleasant. The whole tenour of 
his life evinced an entire submission to the disposing Provi- 
dence of God, and acquiescence in it. His deportment was 
uniform, blameless, and exemplary. 

We are told, that he never had a moment's indisposition in 
Ins life; yet he suffered in consequence of the decay of na- 
ture, and would often say to his colleague — "Age is too heavy 
for me, but I must bear it I cannot die when I would. I 
must wait patiently God's time. My times are in his hands, 
I rejoice that he has provided for his people before I go. He 
has satisfied me with long life." His senses finally forsook 
him, and the lamp of life fairly burnt out; for he experienced 
neither pain nor sickness to the last, nor shewed the least 
symptom of either, even in his expiring moments. Thus, 
having been possessed of a comfortable hope, without any 
violent emotions of joy, he took his departure, and entered 
into eternal rest.* 

• The Latin inscription over his grave, appears not to have been written with 
perfect accuracy, and in one passage is very enigmatical. The principal part of it 
may be thus rendered: — 

"With this sod are covered the remains of Mr. Samuel Cheever, the Reverend 
Pastor of the first Church of our Lord Jesus Christ in Marblefcead. At the time 
of his decease, though he had entered his 85th year, he possessed almost the vig- 
our of youth, and scarcely appeared to have grown old. He discharged the pas- 
toral duties toward the flock of the Great Shepherd, with the greatest integrity, 
diligence, and watchfulness, in love, benevolence, and affection, for 50 years; until 
spent with his labours, he was confined about four years to his dwelling, still zea- 
lously devoting himself to his studies and to prayer, while his people deeply la- 
mented his loss, though it was sq remarkably supplied. At length, his work being 
completed, he was summoned to receive his reward, on the 29th of May, 1724, 
and, with perfect resignation, without pain, with no disease but mere age, ho de/i 
parted, and sweetly slept in Jesus." 
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Daring the Dfiiiistry of Mr. Ch&rfer, after ordiaation til 
0*4 settlement of bis Colleague— a period 6f about thirty-two 
years— /arty-we males: mdanfmndrcdeM surty females were 
added to the church; t&rte hundred and fotty-jivt recognized 
the covenant; aod tneikous&nd Jive hundred and jifty-Jtve* 
vterebaJpMzai. 

. His successour, preached for the first time to this people,- 
July eleventh, 1714. The church and town had coacjurred 
in a determination, to hear three candidates on trial,- one of. 
whom was to be elected assistant pastor. The candidates 
were Mr« Jahn Barnard, Mr. Edward Hotyoke* who becaaro 
President of Harvard College in 17S7; and Mr. Jlvio* t 
Cheeper, son of the aged minister, afterwards settled in Man- 
chester. When the church proceeded to a choice in Decern- 
ber, and the town soon after, there was a majority of votes 
in both bodies for- Mr* Barnard; who accordingly received* 
regular call, which he finally accepted* but was not ordained r 
till the eighteenth of July, 1716. In the interval, a number 
of the minority withdrew, erected \yhat is st«ll called the 
New . Meeting, aad settled the Rev. Mr. Holyoke; on the 
morning of whose ordination, which was three months before 
that of , Mr, Barnard^ four-ale members, of this, church,* 
and twenty-four females, were dismissed to the new Society. 
It is also, understood, that about this time, in the year 1714, 
the episcopal. church was. instituted; but I find no mention of 
it in our records. < 

When Mr. Barnard was inducted to office, by a council 
consisting of t)v. Cotton Mather, Dr. Colman, and other 
worthies of that day, this church, notwithstanding the estab- 
lishment of the two other societies, was in a flourishing state, 

containing twenty-seven men and ninety women. , 

• • « 

fife, it may well he said,' wras a burning and shining light, id' 
i&is goWeti candlestick; and, like his predecessor,* was btateetf 
with a 18ttg, Map^y, and useful ministry. He laboured itt' 

i i ... " i 

♦ Samuel Stacey, Richard Trevett, Riehard Skinner, and John AUtm 
3 
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tins part of the vineyard Jifty-five years, and was greatly 
loved and revered. He was extensively known and honoured, 
for his learning and talents, his zeal for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints, and the excellence of his christian walk and 
conversation. He departed this life, on the twenty-fourth of 
January, 1770, in his eighty -ninth year, after Mr. Whitwell 
had been settled with him tight years. His, doubtless, was 
the blessing of many who were ready to perish; and numerous 
souls, we have reason to think, will be the crown of his eter* 
nal rejoicing. 

Buf a mere circumstantial account of the life and character 
of one, whose memory is so precious, is probably expected; 
for most of the materials of which, I am indebted to the ser- 
mon delivered after his decease by Mr. Whitwell. 

He was born in Boston, on the sixth of November, 1681, 
was devoted to the ministry from his birth, and, while at the 
university, is supposed to have experienced the reality and 
power of religion. Though he excelled in various branches 
of human learning, and was skilled in many of the arts, di- 
vinity was his favourite study. Having made a business of 
perusing authors of different sentiments, comparing them 
with the divine oracles, and forming his judgment by the* 
standard of religious truth, he was led to embrace what is 
denominated the Calvinistick scheme, though he was careful 
to "call no man master on earth." 

In the year 1707, he was appointed by Governor Dudley, 
one of the Chaplains of the army sent against Port-Royal, 
the duties of which appointment he performed; and in 1709, 
he embarked, in the same capacity, with Captain, afterwards* 
Lieutenant Governor Wentworth, for Barbadoes and Lon- 
don. While in England, he became intimately acquainted , 
wi* Doctor Oldfield, Mr. Fleming, Doctor Calamy, and 
other celebrated divines of the age, and received several ad- 
vantageous proposals for settlement, but preferred his own 
country. 
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On his return, and after he had preached some time in thi s 
place, having been invited to settle with the old North 
Church and Society in his native town, he replied, that he 
felt himself under such obligations to the inhabitants of Mar- 
blenead, in consequence of their friendly treatment of him, t 
that no plrospect of worldly advantage should prevail with 
him to leave them.* — His first sermon was delivered here, as 
we have seen, in July, 1714, and his last on the eighth of 
January, 1769, about a year before his death, — a remarkable 
discourse, still remembered and often mentioned by iriam ' 9 

on those words — ."Let brotherly love continue/*' 

• . . ■ • •» , • . /' -j 

, From a manuscript of his, which has been in my possession, 
and which he entitled "The Preacher," containing the text* 
and dates of all ins sermons, with other interesting notes, it 
appears that he preached about seven tlumsand times. Th& 
valuable volume, and the original copy of his version of the 
Psalms— used for a long tufte in this society— accompanied 
with recommendations frbm Doctor C« Mather*, Drv ByJes, 
Dr. Coeper, and others, have been deposited in the archives 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

. He was a man of extraordinary dignity, whose presence 
restrained every imprudent folly of youth, and when the aged 
saw him they paid him reverence. « During the latter part 
p£ his life, when he retained a vigour of mind and zeal un- 
common at so advanced an age, he was regarded as the father 
t)f the churches. His form was remarkably erect, and be 
never bent under the infirmities of eighty -eight years. JJU 
countenance was gftind, and his mein majestiek." «He gave 
a 'spring to that commercial enterprize, which changed M'aK 
Liehead from a fishing place to the second rank of any, $pwn 
in Massachusetts — His character as a christian was 1 im* 
proachable, and an ornament to his sacred profession. Very 
extensive were. Jus charities and liberality; for which, as he 
was blessed with affluence, and had no children, he possessed 
both the. means and the disposition* By his last wi.fi and 

*- Whether this statement, which agrees with that of his colleague, or a very 
different account of the matter, in Elliot's and Allen's Biographical Dictionaries* 
be entitled to most confidence, others mutt judge for themselves. 
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testament, he Lequeathed a fiherpl donation*, in tank* *ni 
money, to the College at whjch he waa educated.* 

As a minister of Jesys Christ, te appear? to have beei| 
"thoroughly furnished unto all good works," It aeenged to 
be the height of his ambition, that he mfght be enabled to 
promote the good of souls. The pulpit was his eteraept; and 
he was often heard to say, that he sbanid he willing to die 
there, in the service of God, and of thqpe i for whpm, Christ 
died. The apostacy and ruin of qc^ao, his recoyery by U# #k 
vine Saviour* and the necessity of faith, nyentaace t a^d ty&y, 
obedience, in order to the possession and enjoyment of heav- 
enly fefcc^ty, were his principal topipks;-~ui otplakung 
which, he entered into the distingoishii^g doctrines of the gos- 
pel, and most earnestly besought his. beams not to receive 
the grace of God in vain. In wie of bis printed discooroep^ 
when he was upwards of eighty yean old, he addresses them 
in these affecting words— f*I solemnly protest unto you, that if 
there should Jbe any of you, wbich God forbid— who, after all 

• "Jtem, T will and confirm thegife ofithe Aoofcr I have already mt to Harvard 
College in Cambridge; and now, in thankfulness to God for the great mercy of my 



liberal education there, And sincerely deairoaa of die ficarishmgof that society 
religion and good fcteratnre, I will and give unto tbeaaidCoflcfe* jfermy «wisVfc • 
decease, the turn of two hundred pounds, lawful money, to be paid by my Exeau- 
ton into the hands of the Treasurer of the said College for the time being, to be. 
improved for the benefit of the said College at the discretion of the President and 
Fellows of the said Society, for the time beings-tot my d.esire is, that if th* 
above named John Barnard Sioett, who is now a student of said Co&ejp, should, 
k after being graduated there, be inclined to apply himself to'hjs. sjtndies and reside 
at the College, and the said two hundred pounds shook! be received by the Trea- 
surer, he, the said John Barnard §«eff, may have the benefit of the io+ome 
thereof for three years; after which h shall he improved qa above without any u*- 
eombrance" 

f ** Jtou, baring seme yean ago, given a aimer jflejwn, for the we of the comma- 
mm talfe to the first Church of Christ m said MsrUel*^ of which, tl*ough di- 
line patience, I hare been, many yean an unworthy pastor, which I hereby ratify 
and confirm, I do now further will and give unto, the said church forever, for the 
special use of the ministry forever, my piece «/ w na rcA or meadow land, sdjommg 
to land of Nathan Bpwen Eamjire, which the Cammoaen gatje me, situate ia 
said Marldehead." 

May 1 he excused for adding, that Mercy Turner, of Boston, who is mentioned 
in another article, as one of the children of the testator's brM>er Jamas Bejaaorc^ 
waa my maternal grandmother. 



the pains that iiave been taken with yoe,* to instruct and 
counsel and warn you, shall be {ootid at the last to hare »• 
fufeed to believe the report of the gospel, to receive learns 
Christ the Lo^cl into your hearts by iaiili, and live in obe+ 
dience tohipi, I am free from thetyeod of oilmen; your Wood 
be upm^mir own heads! 99 - « r/ 

A littte before his death, he observed that he had reason to 
believe l>e had dedicated himself to God iti truth tvhile he wari 
young, and h&d served him with sincerity in the ministry* 
but "I have been guilty," $aid he, : «of many breaches of my 
vows." Then, with" tears floWUig front his eyes, and with a 
{altering voice* he added, «ray very soul bleeds when I re- 
member my sins: but I trust I have sincerely repented, an<J 
that I shall be accepted for Christ's sake. His righteous- 
ness Is my onfy dependence. Assurance of salvation is vthsA 

have, not attained to; but I haye a, strong ljiope of being 
happy forever.*' 

This learned and good man, "though dead, yet spe^ketli/* 
particularly to the people be so ardently loved, in bis mime* 
rous publication^, many of which are very rateable; particu- 
larly, bp "Confinnatiop <pf the Cjirjetian Bejjgioq;" J4s vol- 
ume on "The Imperfection ofltbe Creature;'? that. called 
t'Janua Co&lcstis;" his sermon on "The Extent of the Di- 
vine Law/ 2 and another on "The true Divinity Ot Jesus 
Christ."* Beside these, he published nineteen separate dis<- 
courses on different subjects* < 

* From the eonslusfen of this sermon, which was delivered at the Thursday 
lecture in Boston, when the author vw eighty years old, the following quotation- 
will, I doubt not, be interesting to many. 

" Suffer me, seeing it hath pleased a merciful God to spare me tP a great oM 
ageyto spend some of ray latest breaths, in asserting and vindicating the honour 
•four eorpman Saviour, by improving this last opportunity I can ever expect, of 
standing in this place and upon such an occasion, to address myself, with great hu- 
mility and all due respects, particularly tamp younger brethren in the ministry, 
and to the candidates therefor."— Dearly belored in our Lord Josus Christ, "let 
}X be your great care, firstly to get your own .hearts firmly established in the faith of 
this 'vital principle of tfce christian religion, and theft to Instruct the spuls that may 
be under ysjur fharge, and confirm them in the belief, t^at our kord Jesus Christ 



During the ministry of Mr. Barnard, ninety-four males 
and three hundred and ten females were added to the church; 
six hundred and forty-one . recogftixeS the covenant; and three 
thousand four hundred andffty-ttwe were baptized. 

I have been thus particular, respecting the two first pastors, 
because the information here embodied, being of ancient date, 
is by no means generally possessed, and would soon sink in- 
to oblivion, were no pains taken to preserve it Little com- 
paratively need be offered, concerning persons, and events, 
posterior to the removal of Mr, Barnard, since with what is 
more recent you are already acquainted. 

The reverend 'William Whitwcll, received ordination as 
Colleague, on the twenty-fifth of August, 1762; and continu- 

k the true God.— Remember, my brethren, jou owe this in fidelity toy oar Lord, 
and in love to the souls of bis and your people. 

"You <r»t it in fidelity to you* Lord and master, both your Lord and oars. 
For if, through an affectation of being thought deeply studied in philosophy, yoa 
should insinuate in your conversation, or publickly teach your people, otherwise 
than this wholesome doctrine .of sound words, that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
and Saviour of the world, is the true God, would you not degrade hint from his 
throne of glory, 1st rip him of his peculiar honours, and number hjm ? who is higher 
than all the angetick orders, in the rank of beings, the mast exalted and reined of 
which U infinitely below the Deity-rand thereby east the highest contempt an <i 
indignity hpon him? Would not such a treatment of the incarnate Son of God, ex* 
pose you to the danger of being foimd among those teachers, of whom Peter 
says, they "bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them:" or Jude's "ungodly men, before of old ordained to condemnation, who 
turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord Ctod, - and our 
Lord Jesiii Christ?" • Where, by the way, i observe, that the article, in the 
Greek, placed before the "only Lord God," without any before "our Lord Jesus 
Christ," evidently shewetb (for the reason before mentioned) that it is one and 
the same subject that is spoken of "the only Lord God," and *<our Lord Jesus 
Christ." . : , 

«« And you owe it in love to the preciom *oul$ of hit and your people, who are 
put under your particular care. For if, by an unmanly sneer at the great doctrine 
of the true divinity of Christ, or by laboured and sophistical periods, you should, 
teach them any thing herein, that is contrary to the sound doctrine of the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God, will you hot be guilty of leading them into gross er- 
rour; of teaching them to believe In and worship a creature instead of the only 
true God, and so blindly conduct them into abominable idolatry? Will yon not 
herein direct them to build alt their hof>es of salvation on a sandy foundation, 
which, in the time of trial, will prove' ruinous and destructive to their immortal 
souls; and if the blood of souls should' at last be found to lie at your doors, what 
the consequence of this will prove unto yourselves, you are able to judgje." 



ed, it is believed, in the conscientious, humble, and faithful 
discharge of the important duties of bis office, delivering the 
true gospel, and watching for souls as one who expected to 
give an Account, devoted to the best interests of bis people, 
and highly esteemed and beloved by them, till the eighth of 
November, 1781; when it pleased the great Head of the 
Church to translate him to a better world, in the midst of bis 
days and usefulness, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and 
twentieth^ of his ministry, A tribute is paid to Ids worth, by 
Mr. Stone, in his sermon at the ordination of Mr. Hubbard. 
"Our dearly teloved brother WhitweD," he says, "though 
snatched away in the prime of life, acquired and maintained 
a most amiable character. He was the gentleman and the 
christian happily united; He was a well instructed scribe, 
concise, pertinent, enlightening, and moving in his addresses 
on all occasions." Much more doubtless might be said of his 
excellence, as a man and as a minister. His printed sermon 
to mariners, occasioned by the loss of a large number of ves- 
sels, in the year 1769, is truly affecting and impressive. % . 

During his ministry, iwelie males and sixty-seven females 
were added to the church; twb hundred and sixty-five recog- 
nized; arid one thousand and eighty-two were baptized. 

His successour, the reverend Ebcnezer Hubbard, of whom 
most of you had some personal knowledge, was inducted to 
office on the first of January, 1783; and, having remained in 
it less than eightttfi years, was suddenly removed, on the fif- 
teenth of October, 1806, in theforty-tlrird year of his age. — 
So that the two last mentioned ministers were in office only 
thirty-seven years, a little more than two-thirds as long as 
either of their predecessors;— a solemn memento to those who 
come after them. 

During the ministry of Mr, Hubbard, twenty-one male* 
and dghty-ojie females were added to the church; two hundred 
and six recognized; and one thousand md thirty-one were 
baptized. 
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At my ofdtitatioii* Octet** 4 gevefith, i'fio*, the chiirch con* 
sisted of ten meir and eighty-orib women* Since that time. rfx-» 
&fen males and 5ti>6?ify<<topefi females have been added; one 
hundred and tftirtf -three hare recogrtiaed; and eight hundred 
and forty 4 too haVe taten baptized* The church nowcinetets 
of fifteen Males and fine hundred and three females* several of 
whom, however, are not at present Residing among us.* 

It is a remarkable fact, that eaeh of the two first. ordained 
ministers of this Society continued in its service, from the 
commencement of his labours, about fifty jive years, and 
that each of them had the aid of a colleague eight years; thus 
from the beginning of Mr. Cheever's preaching in 1668, to 
the death; of Mr. Barnard in 1776> is a period of one hundred 
tmd two years; an instance seldom equalled, it is presumed, 
in the ecclesiastical history of this or indeed of any other 
country .—It is now one hundred and thirty-one years siuce the . 
church was organized; in which time it has been destitute of 
a pastor but a tittle more than two "years. The. four who. have 
preceded me, died in office, and are buried among you.f Dur- 
ing the whole period, nine hundred and thirty-three person^— 
namely, one hundred and ninety-nine males and seven hundred, 
and thirty-four females have been members of the church; one. 
thousand five hundred and ninety have recognized; and seven 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-one have been baptized. — 

There have been, in all that time, but sixteen deacons^' 
though formerly it was usual to' have three in office at once. 

• It will be observed, that it wm not within the design of this discourse to dweU 
on recent events, particularly such as have occurred since the settlement of the 
preacher. Grateful mention would, otherwise, have been made, of the tpecial 
teUgiouo mention, with winch the society was graciously visited in ItiO, at 
whieif period, thirty. f out of It* members became professors of Christianity. 

f Mr. Checver became a graduate of Harvard College in, 1659; Mr. Barnard 
in 1709; Mr. Whitwell, a native of Boston, and graduate of New Jersey in 1758, 
waa admitted ad eundem at Harvard in 1762; Mr. Hubbard, a native of Concord, 
(Mass.) became a graduate of Harvard in 1777. 

i Ambrose Gale, Richard Reith, John Stacy, John Merritt, John Dixey, 
lttehard Skinner, John White, John Bayley, Benjamin HeniDy, Joshua Orne, 
William Gale, Stephen Phillips, Benjamin Staoey, William Williams, Jitfm Good- 
-mn 9 JVathan Bvwen. 
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The two last, who were elected together, have officiated more 
than twenty-eight years; and it is defvoutly hoped, that they 
may still be continued many years. 

• It would he gratifying, to have a complete ^history of this 
ancient Jmilding, so venerable as the seat of worship to your 
fathers, through so many generations/ I will give what 
information I have been able, after considerable research, to' 
collect respecting it. Ih'the records of the town, *we find it 
ordered, in 1648, "that the rate for the meeting house should 
lie gathered/' It is understood to have been originally placed, 
On the Bill now improvecj as a burial ground, near the spot 
Where the ntinisters are interred, In 1659, "at a general 
town meeting it was agreed* that the meeting house should be 
seated," and a person was employed "to complete the wort 
for nineteen pounds." In the following year, a committee 
was appointed «for the placing and seating of oU the inhabit- 
ants of .the town, both men and women, in the meeting house." 
Thus every individual had his seat* and there'is reason to be- 
lieve that 6yety one's seat was occupied with great constancy. 
The tradition is probably well founded, th?rt at this early peri- 
od, the men thought it necessary to carry their arms to meet- 
ing with them, and to hate sentinels during divine service, on 
account of the danger apprehended from the Indians.* In 
1662 "it was determined, that a gallery should be built, at the 
'South 'Wte^t end of the meeting house, sufficient for four seats, 
whifch* seats were to be completed, the front seats with cot 
umns, and aboard at the bottom to keep the dust from coni- 



* "Some of the ancient planters have told as, that $e Indiana, being possessed 
'with fears lest the English should in time take their country from them, did early 
conspire to destroy them; and the small handful of christians then at Salem, were 
alarmed with the report of no less iban a thousand barbarous natives' coming to 
cut them off, and that upon a Lord's day: whereupon they discharged several great 
guns, loaden with small shot, which made such a terrible rattling among the trees 
afar off, that the amazed Indians returned, without putting their bloody design in 
execution.**— £i)r. L MatKc^t Relation of Indian Troriklei.] 
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iog down, and to bearched sufficient to strcngtbeH tire Uouse^ 
and, after several years, measures were adopted for erecting 
"a gallery at the North East end t with five seat^, stairs, and 
all other necessaries, as the other gallery then was." At thd 
same time a person- was employed, *<to looi^ after the meeting 
house, and to ring the bell* and to officiate about that work, 
for which he was to have four pounds hy the year*" , In 1672, 
"it was ordered by general consent, fb«t<a. Lfintaa* should bo 
built, adjoining to the backside of >tb$ meeting house* twelve 
foot in breadth, forty foot, in length/ with three gable ends \s\ 
the same of timber work.** Persons, the next year* were em- 
powered <<to ?eai the Lentoo men,,and women in, their seats* 
put an alley. through the old part, dispose of any that should 
want seats* or lope their seats by means of. the alley, in the 
most convenient places in the ojd or new part* and rectify 
any disorders with due care, that such -as bad been formerly 
seated might keep their places as many of them as conveniently 
could." — The recprds of the town are imperfect; and I have 
been unable to determine* with precision* the period when 
the house, thus repeatedly enlarged $nd improved, was trans- 
- ferred to this fijpot. It is rendered pretty certain, however, by 
information obtained of the oldest person in town, that it must 
have been removed a little more than an hundred years since, 
not lpng before the, settlement of father Barnard. , If, as is 
generally supposed, some of the original part remains, it must 
be an hundred and sixty-seven years old* At any rate, it is 
probably the oldest pubtick building in New England That 
we may live to see it rebuilt, and to, see the ways of Zion re-, 
joking in it, as in "the days of old, 59 and "the years of the 
right hand of the Most High," is among my most fervent 
wishes and prayers. ^ 

I shall now conclude with some brief reflection*? and regret 
that the time will not admit of a more enlarged imprbvettrent. 

* See, In Pickering's Vocabulary, the word Unto^ovleanto, defined by Maaoar-r 
"a t^w shallow building joined to a higher." 
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We have reason, in the first place, gratefully to acknowl- 
•*dge— ^ "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us/ 9 , Having survived 
repeated periods of uncommon trial and difficulty, the church 
and society exist, and it is humbly hoped, that the God of 
oup-fofliers has not yet utterly forsaken us. Contemplating 
ow whole history, it is evident, that as much general pros- 
•perity has been here enjoyed, as has been usual in the coun- 
try, and a very unusual degree* of harmony ,-peace, and broth- 
erly affection. No uneasiness has ever arisen, which requir- 
ed the aid of a council; but the ecclesiastical and parochial 
"concerns of the society have invariably been conducted witft 
wonderful unanimity. The ministers and their people have 
lived and died together in love, and appear to have manifested 
to each other an affectionate, accommodating spirit. We 
fcught to rejoice, with thankfulness, in view of these and many 
other tokens of the divine benignity, that have been experien- 
ced; especially, in the thought, that multitudes in all probabili- 
ty have here been prepared for glory, and that this candle- 
Mick has not yet been reinoved. May it be continued in its 
place, so long as the sun and moon shall endure! 

* Secondly, we ought never te lose sight of the foundation, on 
Which this church is established, nor the puritanical, exem- 
plary faith and piety of its founders. It is certainly a distin- 
guished honour to be the descendants and successours of such 
men. The principles, on which they provided for the wor- 
ship and ordinances of God, were derived immediately from. 
Ae oracles of truth, and are of perpetual, everlasting import- 
ance. The divinity of the reformation, was the divinity they 
embraced, in which they lived and died, and which — thanks' 
to their faithful care — is the basis on which we now professedly" 
rest. "Ijtis called Calvinism, but injuriously. It has been the 
divinity of the church of Christ in'all kges. It is the divinity 
of Saint Paul, and of Saint Paul's Master, who met him in the 
way to Damascus."* It includes the doctrines of ferace, 

* Cowper's letters. 



"doctrines according to godliness/' the doctrines which make 
genuine, thorough christians, and prepare sinners for glory. 
These are the root of the goodly tree of holy living. It was 
the faith of our fathers, "the faith once delivered unto the 
saints,' 5 which rendered them so eminently pure and upright; 
and, in proportion as the proper influence of the same pre- 
cious faith has been and shall be extended, undefiled religion 
and true morality hare been revived and will ever flourish. 

Thirdly, it concerns us to be sensible of our melancholy 
declensions, and deeply to lament them before God. In many 
respects, it is certain that we are degenerated as a society. 
We, have, at this time, less outward prosperity, than has been 
formerly enjoyed. This doubtless is owing, in a great meas- 
ure, to the long continued series of public distresses, which 
have probably been heavier on this people than on any other 
in the land; — and in some degree, perhaps, to the springing 
up of sects and denominations, of which our fathers had no 
knowledge. But, after all, is it not owing still more, to the 
want of that publick spirit, that ardour, and interest, in regard 
to the maintenance of the gospel and its ordinances, for which 
the great body of the community in former years were distin- 
guished? The decline of spiritual prosperity is the main dif- 
ficulty, and tins, more than any thing else, is to be deprecated. 
There are aged persons still living among us, who remember 
when this temple of the Most High was literally thronged 
with devout worshippers, and attentive hearers, every sata 
bath. If the same spirit were now prevalent, since numbers 
4re not wanting, it would be so still. Look back, my hear- 
ers, to the time, when every inhabitant of this town had his 
particular appropriate seat; and then view the multitudes in 
our day, who have either no place at all in the house of, God, 
which they can call their own, or, at least, are extremely in- 
constant in their attendance there. How many of our young 
people, of both sexes, encouraged by the example of their 
elders, waste and profane holy time in the most dreadful man- 
ner, and are scarcely ever to be seen in a place of worship* 
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unless it may be occasionally, by night, for amusement, or 
even for disorderly purposes. As an attendant, or direct con- 
sequence, of such a state of things, how much irreligion, im- 
piety, and iniquity of various descriptions, is continually 
practiced by those, whose ancestors humbly walked with God, 
in a careful, conscientious observance of all his command- 
ments and ordinances. While it is thus with a large propor- 
tion of the present generation, and while false opinions and 
views, respecting the nature of religion, have an alarming 
prevalence, where is that activity, zeal, and exemplariness of 
professed christians, by which they were once, and should be 
always, characterized? These things, my friends, I trust you 
will receive with meekness, for they are uttered in the fulness 
of my heart, with an unfeigned solicitude for your best wel- 
fare for both worlds. 

Finally, permit me, then, in the same spirit, to exlwrt you, 
solemnly and with earnestness, to feel the duty and import- 
ance of making resolute exertions, not only for the preserva- 
tion and support of the gospel, but also for the revival and in- 
crease of vital religion among us, in its primitive power and 
purity. — It is ardently to be wished, that all the influential 
members of the society, would be impressed with their obli- 
gations faithfully to consult its interest, and would be willing 
to be at some cost and pains to promote it. No labour, no 
expence, will be likely to yield sincerer satisfaction, in the 
last hours of life, than what is devoted to such a cause. — I 
would particularly conjure you, my beloved people, "not to 
forsake tlie assembling of yourselves together; 99 but to strengthen 
and encourage him, who is "your servant for Jesus' sake," by 
a regular, diligent attendance on his humble ministrations. 
In the numerous, disheartening trials, to which he is subject- 
ed, he needs, he greatly needs your countenance and your 
prayers. The early removal of his immediate predecessors, 
loudly admonishes him how soon he may be called to give an 
account of his ministry: and suffer me to remind you, how 
speedily you too may be required, to render account how yoii 
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have received it. Bintreat* therefore, far him* that he may 
be made faithful; and for yourselves, that you may entertain 
the gospel by him dispensed* though it be in much weakness, 
as a message from the living G<xL— ^Brethren, the time is 
short." "Our fathers, where are they; and the prophets, do 
they live forever?" Another year has been recently "numbered 
With the years beyond the flood;'' in the course of which, thirty 
four of this society, have entered the eternal world.* Within 
a very few days, also, two worthy members of this church, 
beside a valuable young manf and a little boy, have "gone the 
way of all the earth," What is done must be done quickly. 
— Lei it be our united, fervent supplication — "Awake, awake, 
put on strength, arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient 
days, in the generations of al&."\ Let us pray and strive to- 
gether, that the Lord would "raise up the tabernacle that is 
fallen, and close up the breaches thereof, that he would raise up 
its ruins and build it as in the days of oUU*§ "Thus saith the 
Lord, stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, 
"where is the good way, and walk 1 therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls.' 9 \\ The Almighty King of Zion is address- 
ing us, as he addressed the church of Ephesus — "I have 
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Re- 
member, therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent and 
do the first works; or else, I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent."^ 
Listen, I beseech you, to this solemn admonition. Steadily 
adhere to the truth and way of God, in opposition to that gen- 
eral inclination to apostaey, in principle and practice, which 

* SI males and IS females: 1 at the age of 95; 3 between SO and 90; 6 between 
70 and 80; 6 between 40 and 70; 9 between 30 and 40; 5 between 10 and 20; I 
at 6, and only 3 under that age. Of this number, 7 were lost or died abroad, and 
5 belonged to the church. 

t Mrs. Ruth Knight, the respectable retiet of Mr. William K. JE. 73. Mrs. 
Elisabeth wife of Mr. Joseph Stephens, who died in the triumphs of faith. M. 44. 
And Mr. Samuel Swett jun. greatly lamented. IE. 29. 

i Isa. li, 9. § Amos ix, 11. [| Jer. vi, 16. 1 Rev. ii, 5. 
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prevails at the present day. Receive and embrace the glori- 
ous doctrinal peculiarities, and esteem very highly all the sa* 
cred institutions and requirements, of the gospel of Christ, 
J«et the great and good work of reformation, be immediately 
and resolutely commenced, with a humble dependance on the 
power of divine grace, in every heart, in every family. — 
Moreover, rtW brotherly Uwe continue," and be increased, by 
our always i* endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace;"— and Oh! may the Holy Ghost be sent 
down from heaven, to warm our cold bosoms, to inspire us 
with due zeal in the worship and service of our divine Master, 
$und cause us to grow and flourish, "like the cedars of Leba- 
non." Amen, 
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This Discourse, prepared in a time of deep affliction to this people, 
and of unusual call for pastoral labor, was originally delivered in the 
First Parish Church. Afterwards, by request, it was repeated in the 
Baptist and the Methodist Churches of this town. On occasion of the 
erection of a Monument by the Marblehead Charitable Seamen's Society, 
to the memory of its deceased members, and by request of the Committee 
of that Society, it is now submitted for publication by 

The Author. 



DISCOURSE 

Genesis xliL 36. 

"All these things are against me." 



This is the language of deep despondency. The venerable patriarch 
who makes use of it, had arrived at that period of life when the grass- 
hopper is a burden. Famine had been added to the bereavement which 
he suffered from the supposed loss of his son Joseph. Simeon was now 
detained a prisoner in Egypt, he knew not from what evil design, and 
it had become necessary for Benjamin to be carried down also. The 
good man, not perceiving the end whereunto these things "would 
grow," misunderstood the providences of God, and construed them all 
as against him. " Me have ye bereaved of my children ; Joseph is not, 
and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away. All these things 
are against me." 

But how far this inference was from the true condition of things, he 
was soon to see. Joseph was not dead, but alive, and not only alive, but 
well, and not only well, but a powerful prince in Egypt. Simeon was 
indeed a prisoner, but for no evil purpose. And the requisition was 
made for Benjamin, only as preliminary to bringing into Egypt the pa? 
triarch himself with his numerous family. Here they are not tp be held 
as captives in the fyands of their conquerors, but cherished with respect 
and affection by their brother whom they had sold into bondage, and his 
-" son that was lost but now is found.* Thus Jacob's desponding inter? 
pretation of providence proved a misinterpretation. Those tarings which 
he concluded to be against him, were really for him. For, had there 
been no famine in the land, he would not have sent his sons into Egypt. 
But had they come not down to Egypt, they would not have found their 
brother. £nd fea4 &ev noj; founfl fo>fy ^ev would have found no corn 



in Egypt if they had gone there ; for by his interpretation of the visions 
of the royal dreamer, it was that the seven years of famine were pre-an- 
nounced, and by his- direction that com was reserved from the preceding 
years of plenty. Hence the father was to be cherished by the son 
whom he had mourned as lost, and preserved by those means which lie 
thought were surely to destroy him. 

In a similar manner men often misinterpret the providences of GocI, 
and misinterpreting, they repine at them and murmur when they 
might be acquiescent and content. They understand them not, because 
they do not so reflect upon them and compare them with other 
providential events, and with the word of God, as to perceive his design, 
and the ends which they 1 ^flf|i^Hfehbf subserve. We. my hearers 
from the peculiar afflictions^^fch £3V¥ oeen recently brought upon us 
by disasters upon the sea, are liable to the same despondency and mis- 
construction. The last season has been one of universal sorrow and suf- 
fering to the citizens of this town. It is my wish, in addressing y«u 
upon this mournful theme, to present such thoughts as may be most 
suited to vindicate the ways of God, and, by leading to a right interpre- 
tation of these afflictive providences, to show wherein these things may be 
for rather than against us. 

From the earliest settlement of this town, its inhabitants have been 
largely engaged in the fisheries. At some former periods in its his- 
tory, it is said that a hundred and fifty schooners have been em- 
ployed at one time in this business. From the disastrous consequences 
of the wars with Great Britain, the number had become very much 
reduced. Jn the spring of the present year, fifty vessels spread their 
canvass to catch the spendthrift winds, and sailing seven or eight hun- 
dred miles, a little north of east, arrived at a the Banks of Newfoundland. 
Each of these vessels contained seven men — in all three hundred and 
fifty. Here they plough the tumultuous prairies, wherein are fattened 
numerous finny herds to be "meat" for man, and dropping the reins 
upon the neck of their huge oak-ribbed, aquatic steeds, u they cast in 
the hook and take up the fish that first cometh up." 

The vicissitudes of the season were much as usual until the 19th of 
September. Two days before, to the practised eye of the mariner, the 
dark clouds lying along the eastern horizon, and the heavy seas rolling 
from the west, were portentous of the approaching storm. The night 
of the 18th was dark and foggy ; in the early part of Saturday, the 19th, 
a gentle breeze arose and swept from the bosom of the ocean the dense 
fog which had lain upon it, but which soon filled the air with the thick 
u wind food." From nine o'clock in the morning till three in the after- 



noon, the wind increased from a mild zephyr to a violent gale. Id the 
meantime the men were preparing themselves, as best they could, ^oine 
to ride out the storm, and some to run before the wind. " They mrunt 
up to heaven, they go down again to the depths ; their soul is melted be- 
Gause of trouble." Between three and four o'clock, the wind suddenly 
ehanged, creating cross-seas, and bringing them into that most difficult 
of all conditions in which to guide a ship, a " place where two seas 
meet." Now came their hour of trial. They were in the midst <;i a 
furious gale, and their ships were rolling, and leaping, and creaking. :\>ni 
"staggering like a drunken man." Dark night was just at hand to 
wrap them in her sable mantle. Cross-seas were striding over i he- 
heaving bosom of the angry deep like hostile armies, and the maddened 
surges, " lifting up their hands on high," now rush, trampling one upon 
another, now break, pouring from their top-mast height like a resistless 
cataract, before which the sturdiest ship could no more stand than 
the frailest bark. Some now cut their cables and drift. Some arc 
thrown upon their vessel's side and drift. Some ship a sea and are dis- 
abled. Some, in the deep, dark night are driven and dashed, one upon 
another, and founder together. Some are thrown down once, some 
twice, and one thre§ times, and yet come upright again. That was a 
dreadful night, in which, 

" Tremendous sea * * * thou liftedst up 
Thy waves on high, and, with thy winds and storms 
Strange pastime took." 

Death, ghastly, terrible death, stood frightfully before them ; screeching 
winds howled dismally around them. It was a time when men's 
thoughts ran with lightning speed far away to their homes and friends ; 
husbands thinking of their wives, and fathers of their children ; sons of 
their dependent mothers, and brothers of their sorrowing sisters, whom 
imagination brings before them clad in mourning weeds, and weeping. 
In that dread moment, how did the mind, at a glance, survey the whole 
past life, and then throwing itself forward upon fiat future world which 
fceemed so near, rest with tranquil hope, which, like an unmoving anchor, 
holds them in the storm ; or, shrink back with dreadful fear, as they had 
trusted in or neglected Him, who is man's only help in time of need. O, 
the thoughts, and feelings, and convictions, and prayers, which rushed 
into thi3 terrible moment, must have made it to the unprepared, appalling 
beyond description. Fear came upon them like an armed man, and they 
were "at their wit's end." 
a2 



About twelve o'clock the wind began to " lull." " They cry unto the 
Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distress. He 
maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are 
they glad because they be quiet" 

But, alas, eleven out of the fifty vessels from this town, probably be- 
tween the hours of four and ten o'clock on that sad night, were lost. 
From one out of the eleven, the whole crew was taken off by a vessel 
bound to New York. From another, after remaining eleven days on the 
wreck, ^\e were saved by one of our own fishing vessels. On that 
memorable night, sixty-Jive of our fellow citizens found a watery grave. 
Of this number, two-thirds were heads of families, leaving forty-three wid- 
ows and about one hundred and fifty fatherless children. Parents have 
lost their sons, some of tbem one, some two, and in one or two instances 
three. Sisters have been bereaved, some of an equally large number of 
brothers. In one case a wife lost her husband, a brother, a son-in-law, 
and two sons of a brother. And so many are the families which have been 
bereaved among us, that it is almost easier to number those that are not 
afflicted than those that are. 

Who now can tell the suffering in these families during the period of 
apprehension and suspense connected with this disaster. That same 
night was marked as an epoch on the land, as well as on the sea. 
Wives, and mothers, and sisters of those whose " march was on the 
mountain wave," signalized it by tears, and sighs, and prayers, and some 
of them by a kind of presentiment that their friends would come no more. 
The raging winds drove u sleep" from their eyes, and seemed like the 
wailings of grief, the dirge of those they loved. The night taper seemed 
to burn with a feebler light, casting fainter shadows upon the walls, 
which fear makes a premonition, of forthcoming evil. There is a trem- 
bling solicitude for friends at sea, in a stormy night, which none can 
know but those who are familiar with the exposures of seamen, and who 
have learned it from experience. 

As the first unwelcome intelligence came to their ears, how was this 
painful apprehension * borne on into tremulous anxiety. Like Haraath 
and Arpad, they are " confounded," * for they have heard evil tidings ; 
they are faint-hearted; there is sorrow on the sea; they cannot be 
quiet." With what eager solicitude, on the return of a vessel from the 
scene of disaster, did they seek to know if their friends had been spoken 
with or seen since the gale. And, as intelligence of the loss of one and 
another of our little fleet is brought home, there came on in the hour of 
grief, that painful suspense, — distressing alternation between hope and 
fear, — in which now hope, now fear, prevails, and in which hope a thou* 



sand times buried, is as often exhumed. How eagerly do wives and 
mothers seek for tidings, and yet almost shrink from what they seek. 
Children, too, — with what impatience do they hasten to the wharves to 
inquire if anything has been seen or heard of their fathers or brothers* 
Early one morning after an arrival, as a lad who had sought in vain for 
tidings of his father, ran out with eager hope of hearing something 
wherewith to relieve his anxious mother, he learned that he had no fa 
ther;Ah*t the vessel in which he sailed, had been seen a wreck. 
He can now no more cheer his sorrowing mother by repeating to her 
those sweet words: "My father" That father lies sleeping in the dark 
bosom of yonder deep sea. With a heart bursting with grief, he turns 
his steps towards his desolate home. But what shall he do? How can 
he be the bearer of such sad tidings to his disconsolate mother. Yet 
know it, he feels she must ; what can he do ? Restraining his grief, he 
wipes away his tears and enters the house. Scarcely has he laid by his 
little cap and seated himself at his morning's repast, ere the big tears 
streaming from his eyes, tell the grief that he cannot fpeak, in which 
.that now despairing mother reads, what, of all things woman most dreads 
to know — I am a widow ; my children are fatherless. Thus the stroke 
has fallen upon many among us. Their husbands, and fathers and sons 
and brothers are gone, they scarcely know how, or where, or when. 
They have witnessed upon them no wasting disease j have listened to no 
last words of love. They have seen no solemn funeral procession ; they 
have heard no mournful tolling bell, nor looked down upon them when 
consigned to the silent tomb. And, although told that the watery wind- 
ing sheet has wrapped them in its capacious folds, yet how can they be- 
lieve so sad a tale? Thus it is that they sometimes, hope against hope, 
— are so reluctant to bury their dead. 

A season, marked with such sad disasters to our marine population, 
has probably never but once before occurred. In the spring of 1769 r 
fourteen vessels, with something over one hundred men, were lost from 
Marblehead, During the preceding year, 1768, nine others with most 
of their men met with the same fate. In the two years of 1768-9, it i* 
■tated, * that twenty-three vessels were lost from the town, and 
all the men on board, one hundred and sixty-two, besides a considera- 
ble number who were washed overboard from vessels which returned. 
These left seventy widows and one hundred and fifty-five children. Add 
to these two years, the disasters of 1846, and we have an aggregate 
loss sustained by the town in three years, of thirty -foar vessels, two hun- 

* See Rev. Mr. Whitwcll's Sermon, preached December, 1769. 
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dred and twenty-seven men, leaving one hundred And twelve widows, 
and three hundred and five fatherless children. In the last four year* 
including the present, ninety-nine men have been removed from us in 
the same way, leaving sixty-eight widows and two hundred and twenty- 
one children not over twelve years of age. 

These are the "things" of which we we are prone to say, they "are 
against us." And, when I consider all this sudden loss of property — 
when I survey the wide field of social ravage which has been occasioned' 
arid am reminded of the hopes that are crushed, and the hearts that are 
bleeding; when I enter the habitations of sorrow to " visit the widows and 
the fatherless in their afflictions," and see helpless infancy and childhood 
leaning for support on such " bruised reeds," asking, in some instances, 
for bread, when there is none to be given save what is received from 
the open hand of charity — when I contemplate these things, I am for 
the moment, inclined to join in the exclamation : " All these things are 
against me." 

But, before resting in such a conclusion, it were well to inquire what 
useful ends a wise Providence may have designed should be answered 
by these disasters. There is no point of view in which they will lose 
the reality of a serious loss, — a severe and grievous affliction. But are 
there no considerations which may serve to p'rocure a more ready ac- 
quiescence in them, by presenting to our minds the good of which an 
overruling hand may make them the means? We say it is a great pe- 
cuniary loss, and so it is. But may not the providential design, and the 
4endency of this be to a greater gain? If a man loses a thousand dol- 
lars, and by that means, is led so to employ his capital and labor as to 
gain two thousand, it proves not so much a loss in the end, as the 
means of gain, by leading to an improved method of prosecuting his busi- 
ness. So, if there are other practicable modes of investing capital and 
employing labor, safer and more lucrative than the fisheries, may it not 
be one of the lessons which God designs the inhabitants of this town 
•should learn by this providence, to seek out these practicable modes ? 
And in doing so, may it not be that they would find these losses, even 
in respect to their pecuniary interests, for y instead of against them. 

There are two questions, which, in ascertaining the design of this af- 
flictive providence, should be particularly considered. One is this : — Is 
the fishing business attended by any more than the ordinary exposure 
of human life ? The other is : — Does it yield to those engaged in it the 
ordinary fruits of industry? Upon the answers to these questions, must 
depend very much the interpretation which we ought to place upon our 
late losse3 at sea. If the vocation is ordinarily safe and ordinarily pro- 



9 

ductive, they cannot be legitimately construed as providentially against 
the business itself. If, however, a different answer is forced upon us by 
the facts in the case, another censtructkm will not oijly be lawful, but 
wise and beneficial ; in which event, these things may be against our 
occupation, but not against us. To the first, let us direct a moment's at- 
tention. 

Is the fishing business attended by any more than the ordinary ex- 
posure of human life ? To answer this, we need only the average mor- 
tality of the men employed in this, and that of those in the lame period 
of life, engaged in the various avocations on the land. 

The mortality in the town of Marblehead during the last eleven 
years, including deaths at sea, hasv been a little more than two per 
cent. ; excluding deaths at sea, it is tI little less than two per cent. 
Leaving out of account those too young to go to sea, and those too old, 
the mortality of the remainder who are employed on the land is about 
one per cent. Compare with this, now, the mortality of that class among 
us, who in this business, go down to the sea in ships. For the last 24 
years the average number of men thus employed has been about 500; 
and for the last 40 years it has been about 600. During the last 40 
years the mortality of this class has been two per cent, of the 600, ami 
for the last eleven years it has been considerably more than the same 
proportion of the 500. But it is only about eight months in the year, 
at most, that they are employed upon the sea in the fishing business, so 
that their mortality, being two per cent for two*thirds of the year, would 
be three per cent, for the whole; while that of other men, in the same* 
period of life, is only one per cent. The answer to the first question, 
then, is, that the exposure of human life in the prosecution of the fishing 
business is three times as great as it is in other branches of industry pur- 
sued on the land. With this result, every one who entertains the ques- 
tion of going to sea in this calling, should be familiar. Let all under- 
stand that the probabilities of death are as three for those who go, to &ne> 
for those who stay. Let them remember that death, too, when it comes 
to men at sea, is sudden, with no protracted, warning twilight hour for 
reflection, and that it comes to them too under circumstances peculiarly 
afflictive to surviving relatives and friends. " Deep calleth unto deep'* 
and " they go down quick," and all we can know of their thoughts and! 
emotions is, that we can know nothing. 

Now, as an equivalent fur this extraordinary exposure of life, on the 
principle of making an equation with human life on the one side and 
mere property on the other, the products of labor and capital ought 
to be three times greater in the fisheries than they are when employed 
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on the land. But is it so ? Are the labors of our fishermen three times 
more productive than those of landsmen ? Does capital yield three 
times as much when employed in this way on the sea, as when employ* 
ed at home ? A single glance at the business aspects of the town will 
answer. The scores of shoresmen who have sunk their capital wholly, 
•r in part, answer, No. The testimony of our hardy, brave, industrious 
fishermen, answers, No. And the many widows of this class who have 
inherited nothing from their husbands but their honest poverty, and 
their children to support in that poverty, with emphasis, will answer, 
No — this has not been a more than ordinarily productive business. 
For five years, said one of these industrious men to me, the avails of my 
labor have been no more than sufficient to support myself alone, leaving 
poUring for my family. Said another, my expenditures for the same 
Jength of tjme, equalled all the fruits of my toil, except half the bounty for 
*ne year. Says another still, who has been to some extent an owner of 
vessels, I have been to tfcis business 40 years, and for 30 years I was 
engaged on the sea.. I never lost a man, I never shipped a sea to suffer 
any injury, I have had better success than was common, and until this 
season have met with no misfortune of any kind. I have now lost a 
single schooner, and am left just where I was when I commenced. 
Surely, of such men, who have been fishing all their lives, it may be 
£aid as of the disciples, they have " caught nothing." 

By statistics of the products of the various branches of industry in the 
•Commonwealth fbr the year ending Ap r »l> 1845, it appears that the pro- 
ducts of the fisheries in this town were less in value, in proportion to 
the men and capita} employed, by ope third, and in some cases one fudf, 
than those received from various other branches of industry. Should it be 
said, tha|; men upon the land are employed the whole of the year, while 
those engaged in the fisheries, are occupied only about half or two-thirds 
of it, it wijll be admitted. But it should be remembered that in other 
avocations the saoae rate of capital produces, in many cases one-third or 
anerfcalf greater real valuation, with some times only half the amount of 
labor. Besides, it may he one objection to this branch of industry that 
it employs -the .capital invested in it only a portion of the year, and 
another, that it so employs it ; as to unfit some of the men for, or in part 
shut them out from productive labor the other portion. 

But have not other towns been more successful in the business tfyan 
this ? I answer — some may have been, and some of them, as it appears 
; from the statistics above referred to, not so much so. The value 
of products, in proportion .to the number of men, and the capital 
employed in the cod-fisheries., is less than that of almost any other of th<j 
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ordinary branches of industry. And it is less than the average product* 
of all the manufacturing branches together in the Commonwealth, by at 
least one-third, or one-half; And this too while the exposure of life in 
this one, entitles those engaged in it to a product of labor three times a* 
great as that received in others. 

It is a law of providence Well accredited in the business world, that 
ordinary industry should be rewarded with the ordinary fruits of in- 
dustry. It is also another law of providence well received in that same 
business world, that the fruits of industry should be in' proportion to the 
hazard of life and property necessarily connected with it. Now, it 
would seem that in the continuance of the fishing business among us, 
both these laws of providence have been disregarded. Neither labor 
nor capital are as productive here rfs they ought to be. Not that this 
should be esteemed other than as a strictly honest employment. But, in 
view of facts, the question may, and 1 believe ought to be asked, wheth- 
er it is an expedient one. Providence would that men should labor, but 
he would not that they ghould labor in vain. Is it wise to continue in 
such a perilous and utfpfbdu&ive pursuit f Is it adapting means to 
ends with that practical wisdom of which increasing facilities now afford 
abundant opportunity ? I will even ask if it is right to risk so much to 
gain so little — needlessly, to so great an extent, to throw away human 
labor and human life ? May not such violations of- the' laws of provi- 
dence, be expected, in some way to meet with the rebukes of provi- 
dence? Why else is it that this respectable class of our fellow citizens, 
when they afe removed from among us, are obliged, in so large a pro- 
portion 6f instances, to leave in charge with the charitable, their desti- 
tute widows and children? They have ordinarily performed labor 
enough to have left them above such dependence. The'y have risked 
ther lives, and boldly braved the dangers of the ocean in a* manner mer- 
iting easy, if not affluent circumstances. And such, I doubt not, would 
have be$n the condition of Hot a few of these bereaved families, at 
the present time, bad the industry of the lost husbands and fathers 
been directed into channels, from which they could have received the 
ordinary fruits of industry; When, under these circumstances, such 
extraordinary providential disasters seem to be against us, is it not more 
prudent to consider them as premonitory lessons mercifnlly designed, 
for our "correction" in business, as well as "instruction in righteousness ?" 
Sure I am, that, if the inhabitants of this town, engaged in this compara- 
tively profitless pursuit, shall be led by these so uncommon reverses, to 
turn their labor and capital into other safer and more productive chan. 
nels, they will see that these things are not all against them. A few 
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nren of a former generation may hare grown rich in gathering of " the 
abundance of the sea." But it is quite certain that the men of this gen- 
eration, with an exception or two, are not doing so. Between ill 
success, and wrecks, and losses, poverty is coming upon them like an 
armed man. The voice of Qod to them, upon the sea, is for their pre- 
sent, as well as future benefit. He hath his " way in the whirlwind," 
and the " stormy wind" is " fulfilling his word." 

I have spoken these things, not for merely financial purposes, as a 
pander to sordid avarice, to secularize this afflictive dispensation, by- 
making it subservient to an unsanctified desire of gain. But I say them 
as being closely connected with the providence of God in this sad disas 
tef, and as tending to make more plain the instructions which it is his 
design to communicate. I speak as I believe in perfect harmony with the 
voice of this providence, and, by giving it more distinct articulation, to 
urge its salutary lessons. I speak in behalf of the social, intellectual 
and moral, as well as financial interests of this whole class of our fellow 
citizens. 

But there are other bereavements connected with this visitation of 
God, more afflictive than the loss of property. Sixty-five men, who 
were among the most industrious and worthy of our townsmen, have 
been suddenly removed from this to the eternal world. With some of 
them my comparatively brief acquaintance had been sufficient to awaken 
in me a more than ordinary interest. Some were exemplary members 
of the Christian church. The Christian hope was their sure and stead- 
fast " anchor." The word of the Lord was their " compass," and their 
imslumbering pilot, He 

" That rebuked and controlled the proud waves at His will, 
And spoke " peace" to the tempest and bade it be still." 

Others belonged to one or more of the various social, literary or moral 
societies which exist among us. And all of them, as husbands, as fath- 
ers, as sons or brothers, were bound to life by the strongest ties of n&ture 
and of affection. But these bonds could not hold them to life* They 
have gone from us. In an hour of fearful struggle, opposing vain re- 
sistance to the winds and waves, they went down quick, and we see them 
no more. Their graves are in yonder deep ; their memories in the 
hearts of those they loved. By a suitable monument, sacred to that 
memory, erected in yonder ancient burial ground, let the knowledge of 
this calamity, in which they perished, be transmitted to future genera- 
tions. 
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To those whose presence in this house of God to-day, witnesses that 
He hath brought " them to their desired haven," I shall have no occa- 
sion to say all these things are not against them. They have seen "the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep," as few others have 
ever beheld them. God hath spoken loudly to them. May they hear 
the voice of warning, and responding, henceforth sing — 

*' The Cruss is my anchor, all storms shall soon cease, 
" And my vessel though frail, reach the haven of peace, 
" No shipwreck or storm need I evermore fear 
" When danger's extreme, then my Saviour is near." 

But these wives undo widows, and these children left fatherless, and 
these mothers now childless ! How can these things but be against 
them ? I answer, in the design of their Author and in the ends which 
they are suited to subserve. So far as they may have been in rebuke, 
the design of them is to lead to repentance. Wherein they may have 
been in judgment, it is that they may learn righteousness. And as a 
chastisement, they are for the correction and improvement of his people. 
It is to lead the widows in their afflictions to make the Lord their hus- 
band, and to teach the children to seek a father in Him, and the depen- 
dent mothers to lean on one who is a more sure support than many eons. 
And is that against them which is suited in its tendency and design to do 
this for them ? Is not reliance on God better than to trust in man, and his 
favor more than many children ? God has many ways whereby to bring 
good to men, of which affliction is by no means the least common or effec- 
tual. And He, to whom belongeth " the silver and the gold," has re- 
sources out of which to provide for his poor, of which they know little. 
When he has said, " commit thy fatherless children to me, and I will keep 
them alive, and let* thy widows trust in me," think you " the labor of 
the olive shall" wholly "fail" to them, " and the field yield no meat?" 
How, already, has He in whose hands are the hearts of all men, turned 
some of those hearts in a sympathizing charity towards these afflicted 
poor ! How have their wants been promptly met by this ready sympa- 
thy, even before we had need, or time almost to ask in their behalf, for 
aid ! The tribute of our heartfelt acknowledgment for thai generous vol- 
untarily proffered assistance, is due to those friends of humanity in the 
neighboring cities and towns from whom it has been received. We 
thank them for their timely liberal aid ; and not less for their warm 
active sympathy — in the name of humanity, and of these sufferers, we 
thank them. We tell them that " he that giveth to the poor lendeth to 
the Lord, and although many of them are personally unknown to us, 
yet that He who seeth in secret shall reward them openly. 
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And wo hope that those who may receive these benefactions, will not 
find them the best things conferred in their afflictions. There is, than 
these, a more " enduring substance." The "true riches," an incorrupt- 
ible inheritance, of which He who is the heir of all things will make 
them the possessors who seek him in trouble. Whosoever enquireth in 
his sorrow, " where is God my Maker, who givetlr songs in the night ?" 
shall be enabled«to sit tranquil in the deepest gloom, and say, "Though. 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him." Yes, bereaved friends, in the 
thickest darkness, there is onewho can cause to spring up the sweetest and 
most cheering light. And out of the greatest afflictive evil, there is one 
who can bring the greatest spiritual good. He takes us from our earth- 
ly dependencies, that he may place us upon a heavenly reliance, — turns 
lis from our broken cisterns, that he may lead us t* the living fountain. 
He rends the harp strings of the human spirit only that he may tune 
them into a sweeter harmony with the symphonies of heaven. These 
things against us ? No, they are not surely in their design against us. 
Construed against our follies and mistakes they ought to be. Against our 
sins they are, but against us, if we improve them, they are not and can- 
not be- Our merciful Father rebukes not to injure, but for our correc- 
tion. His chastisements are not in anger to his people, but in love. 
He is ready to give you much more and better things than these which 
lie has taken from you, and thereby lead you, reversing the desponding 
language of the patriarch, exultingly to say, " none of these things are 
against me," " all things shall work together for good to them that love 
God." "The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the 
nam* of the Lord." 
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The monument is composed of a block of clear white marble, ten' 
feet high, resting upon -a firm granite base, and surmounted by a pyra- 
mid, five feet high, making the height of ^the whole from the base, fif- 
teen feet. It is placed upon an eminence in the Old Burying Ground, 
and is visible from ten to fifteen miles at sea. It does honor to the 
society which has erected it, to the good taste of the Committee, and the 
skill of the architects, and it will remain one of the most interesting 
objects of attention to the coming generations of our population that the 
town contains. 

The religious solemnities on the occasion of the erection of the monu- 
ment were the following : 

1. Singing by the Marblehead Singing Society. 

2. Invocation, by Rev. Mr. Dana. 

3. Reading of the Scripture, by Rev. Mr. Breare. 

4. Singing. 

5. Address, by Rev. Mr. Lawrence; 

6. Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Smith. 

7. Singing. 

8. Benediction, by Rev. Mr; Ballard. 
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INSCRIPTIONS ON THE MONUMENT. 



[On the North Side.] 

MONUMENT 

Erected A. D., 1848. 

By the 

MARBLEHEAD CHARITABLE 

SEAMEN'S SOCIETY. 

Instituted February 12, 1831. 

IN MEMORY OP 

ITS DECEASED MEMBERS. 

On Shore and at Sea. 



[On the South Side.] 

Lost at Sea, 

1831 — Nicholas G. Adams, John D. Dennis, John Goodwin, 3d., 

Phillip II. Millet, Winslow Ramsdell, Bartholomew 

Francis, Samuel Snow. 

1832 — Benjamin Ramsdell, John F. Green, John Millet. 

1833 — William Francis. 

1834 — Benjamin A. Richardson, Thomas H. Adams, Robert 

Devereux, Jr. 

1836 — Robert E. Vickery. 1838 — Benjamin Nowland. 

1839 — Robert Cloutman. 

1840 — Nathaniel H. Atkins, Benjamin F. Doliber, Benjamin 

Russell. 

1842 — Aaron B. Knapp, William Laskey, Thomas Powers. 

1943 — John Goodwin, Jr. 1844 — Philip Bridgeo. 

1845 — William Crowninshield, John Brown, Thomas Trefby. 

1847— Thomas Felton. 1848— Nicholas Tuckeb, Jr. 
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(East Side.] 

Lost on the Grand Banks of Newfoundland in the Memorable Gfole of 
September 19, 1846: 

Joseph C. Bowden. William Girdler. 

George Bridgeo. , William L. Hooper. 

Charles Chadwick. Moses Peachy. 

John Courtis. Osman C Stacey. 

Samuel Dodd, 3d. Francis C. Stephens. 

Benjamin Dodd. John Trefry. 

Thomas Doliber. Edward F. Trefry. 

Whole number lost from Marblehead in the gale, 65 men and boys ; 43 
heads of families, leaving 43 widows, 155 fatherless children. 

"The sea shall give up the dead that are in it." 

[West Side.] 

On Shore. 

1836 — Thomas Cloutman, Richard Girdler. 

1 837 — William Adams, Richard B. Carswell, William Reed. 

1838 — William P. Brown. 1839 — Samuel Collyer, 

1840 — Thomas Follett. 

1844 — John Nutting, James Oliver, Benjamin Pedrick, Joseph 

Phillips. 

1845 — George Chinn, William Goodwin, Jonas D. Homan* 

1846 — William B. Adams, Robert B. Chinn. 

1847 — Isaac Collyer, Christopher Grant. 

" AH that are in their graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth." 



18 



The following Vessels were lost with their Orews, September 19, 184$, 
leaving 43 widows, and 155 children : 



John Cross, 
Edward Homan, 



Ebenezer Lecraw, 
George LeMaster, 



Samuel Dodd, 
David Peirce, 



Charles Chadwick, 
John Gilbert, 



William Hooper, 
John D. Bowden, 



Francis Stevens, 
Osmyn Stacey, 



John Trefry, 
Benjamin Martin, 



Sans Standley, 2d., 
Benjamin Dodd, 



In the schooner Pacific. 

Eleazer Leach, 
Isaac Wadden, 
Robert Devereux. 

In the schooner Liberty. 

John Lancey, 
Thomas Doliber, 
Richard Goss, 

In the schooner Sabine. 

Joseph Homan, 
Edward H. Dixey, 
Henry Pitman. 

In the schooner Senator. 

Joseph Graves, 
Edward Dixey, Jr., 
Elisha D. Pedrick, 

In the schooner 7*ela. 

John White, 2d., 
Samuel Blackler, Jr., 
Amos Humphrey, 

In the schooner Minerva. 

William Wooldridge, 
Philip Trasher, 
Archibald Sinclair, 

In the schooner Salus. 

Joseph Atkins, 
Thomas Pedrick, 
William Girdler, 

In the schooner Warrior. 
Moses Peachy, 
Edward Humphrey, 
William Blackler. 



John Hunt, 
John Bates, 



Samuel Graves, 
Robert Blare. 



Benj. Garney, 
Nicholas Florence. 



Mark H. Giles, 
John Glover. 



Thomas Caswell, Jr. 
John Wallace. 



Michael Phillips, 
Browno Aleanda. 



Fred'c Donalson, Jr- 
John Green. 



George Bridgeo, 
Samuel Goodwin. 
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William Bridgeo, 
John Roads, 



In the schooner Trio. 

Edward F. Trefiy, 
Joseph Bowden, 
John Curtis, 



William Harris, 
James Eastland. 



In the schooner Clinton. 

John White, 3d., Nehemiah Stone, 3d. 

In the schooner Good Exchange — 1845. 

John Green, John A. Anderton, Richard Caswell, 

Thomas Trefry, 



William Bartlett, 



William B. Brown. 



In the schooner James Mugford — 1847. . 

Robert B. Mason, Benjamin Hawkes, William Green, Jr. 

Thomas Felton, Simon Gordon, Abraham Clough. 

Thomas Roundey, Jr. 

From 1768 to 1770, the town lost 23 vessels and all their crews, 
amounting to 162 men, who left 70 widows and 155 children. 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine is incurred by retaining it 
beyond the specified time. 
Please return promptly. 



rjm^pm 



r 






\ A A. *. A 






3 2044 021 246 020 




